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hddress: AL end of Sea Street, Rockport, Knox County, ¥

Rhede—fgtand., Marma

Pregent hmer Wi, and kirs. Ambrose £, Cramer.
and Qccupank:

Pregent Use: Residence.
Brief Statement Bullt for and used by Ferdinand llanson, pro--
of Significance: oprietor of local iromworks that furnlshed metsel

work for ships built locally for Carlion-Morwood
Company, shipbuilders and operators, ilouse said
to have been designed and bullt by John Pascal,
master chipwright of Carlicn-Norwood Company.

Two other small houses in Rockport have identical
details,

FLART T,  MISTORICAL THFORMATION
A, Phoyelcal History

1. Originsl and subsecuent owvners: Land where house

criginally stood, besfore being moved Is =2aid to hove been owned
by Harkness zﬂm;ly as far back as 1640's. Pre-1654, Hobert Harkness;
1854, Ferdinend Hanson; 1901, biery C. Hanson; 1925, kary C. Ba%feth,
1937, 4. P, Barrelt; 1940, Fthel Pearse and 2. Ba rrott; 1947, .

and Lirs. A, C. Cramer. Properiy on iockport Horbor to vhich housc
wag moved: see above re Heorimess fomily. 1769, John Harlmess,

first First-Selectmen of Canden (including Jlllage of Rockpord },

then Robert Herimess, eventually George E. and A, I, Harlkness who,

in 1947, sold lend to ir. and is., A. C. Cromer.

2. Date of erection: Sald bo have been 1854,

3. frchitect, bullder, cte.; John Pasezl (see above )

4. Hotex on slterations and sdditions: Alterations in
1948 included moving in thrse sections on irailers asboub 172 mile io
presenty location; beforc belng moved in 1948, house stood on south
gside of Pascal's fvenue, Dockport; removel of thiree single flue
chimmeys, cone in middle of ezach bqllding wilt, end construetion of
fowr larger chimaeys of oldé brick, with caps of local 1850 design,
placed ab four geble ends; two old menieis reused ond onc new added;
interior partitions relocsted as well as stalrways; ner dormers
added, the dealﬂﬂ for them having been baken from Greek Revival
dormers on the Henry Carlton House, Union Street, Rockpori.
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5. Imporiaant old views: The present owners have a large  o.pn-io
numnber of vhotographs of the original bullding before its removal ‘.
to its present site, of the three parts of the building in the '
rrocess of Teing moved and of the building in ite final location.

&, Sources of information: Local informants who lmew
Ferdinand Henson and from people who hed lived in the bullding.
Ownership from 1854 has been traced by the present owners! atliorneys
in determining vhat title 1o the properity was clear. Properiy owner-
ship is recorded in the Register of Deeds for ¥Knox County.

B, Likxely Scurces Hot Yet Investigated: The properiy on
Rockport Herbor, to which the house wias moved, wes purchased from the
Horkness fanily, direct descendants from the Hexlmesges who had pur-
chased 1t, it is sald, from the "Committee of 10," an offshoot of the
Plymouth Company, Bnglend. IT is hoped to search the title further
later.

PART IT, ASCHITECTURAL TNFORMAT FOM
L. General Statement

i. frehitectural charascter: Greek Revival sgbyle, in wood.
Well designed as to geale and detail, Good entablature with dentils,
Doric pilasters at eight corners.

2. Condition of fapric: Extensively remodelled, excellent
condition. Cliapcboards now and originally painted medium corn yellow.
Balance of woocdwork, enteblature, door and window trim, doors, sash,
pilasters, colums, srater table, white.

B. Technical Descripiion of Exterior

1. Cverall dimensicna: 761-6" x 251-47; one-and-g-hall
stories; ceniml block with wings Lo boih sides; rectangulsr layouu.

2. Foundations: Footings and walls, fieldstone; sills,
smooth surfaced graaite,

3. Wall constructlon; &' wood frame, 2" x &' studs, wood
gheethlng and clepboards, wood plank lath, lime p

4. Porches, stoops: Landing platform and cltons at five
xierior doors, greniive. Fio embrance po“"h hag twe {ree-standing
Tonice fluted columns supporil ng gimplified frieze 2 cornice,

5. Chimneys: Originally three, one brick thick with si ngln
plagtered flue; cach chimmey located 1In cenv r of wings and of center
portion of duilding. Central main chimney supported on large base
in cellar conbaining rain water cistern. Four new chimmeys of old
prick bullt at gable ends.
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6. Openings: TRac PO

a, Doorways and doors: West mein entrance, solid {

door with four-light side lights on each side; five-light rectangular

fanlight; one door in eech wing, with side lights, solid doors on west

gide, half-glazed on esasth.

: b. Windows and shutters: Cellar sash, one frame, four-
light; ground {loor,-double hung, six over six light. Louvred wood
shutters,

7. Roof:

a. Shape, covering: Ridge roof, gebled ends, 45°
pitch, hand-split cedar shingles.
a h. Cornice: Leate Georgian molded cornice with
dentils and plain firesze,

c, Dormers: Dormers new, slightly modified copies
of Green Revival dormers on Henry Carlton house, Union Street,
Rockport.

G. Technical Description of Interior

1. Floor plans: First floor: central portion of building,
main endrance hall with library, toilet and stair hall at south; at
north, kitchen, coat closet, china room with four corner cuphboards,
stair to cellar, second steir to second floor. South wing, living
room; north wing, dining room with 1760 hand-painted scenic wall-
paper. Second floor; four bedrooms, three baths, storeroom, two
stair halls, From sbout 1880 to 1947, the house was occupled by
two families.

2. Stairways: From ground to second floors, of no interest.

3. Flooring: Original wood random width plank, &' to 10%
pine, spruce, hemlock.

4. Well and celling finish: Lime plaster. Enbrance hall
covered with fabrie; three bedrooms papered; balance of walls, palnted;
celling all painted.

5. Doorways end doors: TFour-paneled, smaller panels at
botbom; sinkages on one gide, raised fields on other.

6. Trim: ilood wainscots and chair rails. Generally 47-57
yood trim at doors and windows; some doors and windows have wood ecrown
molds.

7. Hardware: Originally, white chine knobs; changed to
brass when building was resiored. Host doors furnished with old
brass rimlocks. Generally iwo pair of original butts per door.
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8. . Lighting: House was rewlred when remodelled. Two
celling lanterns in entrance hall; one in main stair hall.

: 2. Heatlng Originally by fireplaces and kxtchcn ranges,
with through-floor grilles for passage of heat. Replaced with
circulated warm air in ducts.

D, &ite

: 1. General getting end orientation: Originally 50' south
of south side of Paseal's ivenue and parallel to it, in Roekport
village. Moved by motor trailer in 1948 one half wmile south to
site on west side of Rockport Harbor, 40! west of bluff on water
front and parallel to north-south axis of harbor.

2. Outbuildings: Caretaker's 12-room cottage, two two-car
-garages, one office building, one garden house, one well house, one
potﬁlng shed. .
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3. Lendscaping: HNone at original location. A% new location,

dense woods cleared for house site, driveways, lawns, large vegetlable

gardens, shrubbery, etc.

Prepared by Amborse C. Cramer, AIA
Preservaiion Office for
Historic Buildings,

IMaine Chapter, Amerlcan Institute

of &rchitects.
September 1960.



